


 

Secretary Elaine L. Chao        May 2, 2020 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

Office of the Secretary 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao:  

Acme Plumbing has operated as a business in Durham since 1947 and in downtown Durham since 1964.  

I grew up in the Duke Park neighborhood and walked on the Duke Loop railroad line when walking to 

the YMCA on Trinity Ave. and simply exploring Durham as a child.  The Loop Line track holds a 

sentimental place in my memory.  To turn it into a trail park would be like saving an old historic building. 

Acme Plumbing is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a BUILD 

Discretionary Grant that would provide funds to move forward with the construction of the Durham Belt 

Line Trail.  

The Durham Belt Line is a 1.75-mile, 17-acre rail corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by 

the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that 

was funded by a TIGER planning grant.  The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, 

livability, environmental sustainability, and economic competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The 

trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian 

access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham 

Amtrak Station.  

The Durham Belt Line Trail will help to alter the pattern of regional sprawl by attracting some of the 

region’s future growth to the corridor, while seeking to enhance and preserve existing communities 

along the trail, and working to ensure equity through Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community 

Engagement.  The trail will improve health and quality of life by increasing access to parks and open 

space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history. 

Acme Plumbing and the Tilley family strongly supports and recommends that the 2020 BUILD Grant be 

awarded to the City of Durham.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,  
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The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, environmental sustainability, 

and economic competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit 

and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown 

Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station.  

The Durham Belt Line Trail will help to alter the pattern of regional sprawl by attracting some of 

the region’s future growth to the corridor, while seeking to enhance and preserve existing 

communities along the trail, and working to ensure equity through Durham’s Blueprint for 

Equitable Community Engagement.  The trail will improve health and quality of life by increasing 

access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and 

history. 

Longfellow strongly supports and recommends that the 2020 BUILD Grant be awarded to the 

City of Durham.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Jessica F. Brock 

Partner 

Longfellow Real Estate Partners, LLC 

 

 

 

      

       

 







  

North Carolina Real Estate, Homes & Land  

 
Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Office of the Secretary 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao:  
 
PrimeNC.com is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s application for a 
BUILD Discretionary Grant that would provide funds to move forward with the construction of the 
Durham Belt Line Trail.  
 
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.75-mile, 17-acre rail corridor that is no longer in use and was 
purchased by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan 
for the trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant. 
 
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, environmental sustainability, 
and economic competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit 
and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown 
Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham Amtrak Station.  
 
The Durham Belt Line Trail will help to alter the pattern of regional sprawl by attracting some of 
the region’s future growth to the corridor, while seeking to enhance and preserve existing 
communities along the trail, and working to ensure equity through Durham’s Blueprint for 
Equitable Community Engagement.  The trail will improve health and quality of life by increasing 
access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and 
history. 
 
I am a licensed REALTOR®, with an education in urban studies and a steadfast passion for 
growth and development trends in North Carolina. I have designed and built hundreds of 
construction projects and specialize in data research for land development opportunities. 
PrimeNC.com strongly supports and recommends that the 2020 BUILD Grant be awarded to the 
City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely,  

Christopher S. Ketchel​            919-533-9535 @ Prime​NC​.com             ​2020-05-07 Page 1 of 1 



 ​SevenStarsCycles 
104 W Parrish St 

Durham NC, 27701 

 
April 28, 2020 
 
Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Office of the Secretary 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
Seven Stars Cycles is pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of Durham’s 
application for a BUILD Discretionary Grant that would provide funds to move forward with the 
construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail. 
The Durham Belt Line is a 1.75-mile, 17-acre rail corridor that is no longer in use and was 
purchased by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham City Council in 2018 adopted a master 
plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant. 
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, environmental 
sustainability,and economic competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect 
people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to 
downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus service), and the Durham 
Amtrak Station. 
The Durham Belt Line Trail will help to alter the pattern of regional sprawl by attracting some of 
the region’s future growth to the corridor, while seeking to enhance and preserve existing 
communities along the trail, and working to ensure equity through Durham’s Blueprint for 
Equitable Community Engagement. The trail will improve health and quality of life by 
increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art, 
culture, and history. 
Seven Stars Cycles strongly supports and recommends that the 2020 BUILD Grant be 
awarded to the City of Durham. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Cheers 
 
Adrian Fletcher 

SevenStars
Co-Owner
Seven Stars Cycles



(no subject) 
1 message 

George Davis <george@stonebrothers.com> 
To : Dale McKee! <dale.mckeel@durhamnc.gov> 

Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Office of the Secretary 
1200 New Jersey Avenue , SE 
Washington , D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

George Davis <george@stonebrothers.com> 

Sun, Apr 26, 2020 at 12:24 PM 

Stone Bros. & Byrd, Inc. is a retail lawn and garden business in Downtown Durham, N.C. that dates back to 1910. I purchased the business forty-four years ago with family members, which later retired from 
ownership with my purchase of their interests. Today we are actively involved in the plant and garden business, and the active community that surrounds us. The old rail line that transported tobacco from the Duke family warehouses to the main line is located across the street from my business. I can remember when that line was active! Purchased by the City of Durham in 2018, the Durham Belt Line Trail [1. 75 
miles] stands to enhance the overall mobility, livability, environmental sustainability, and economic 
competitiveness in Durham, and surrounding areas. Health, and the quality of life, can be improved with 
the Belt Line Trail , and help to ensure equity through Durham's Blueprint for Equitable Community 
Engagement. 

Stone Bros. & Byrd strongly supports and recommends that the 2020 BUILD Grant be awarded to the City of Durham, and thanks you for your consideration . 

George M. Davis, Jr. 
Stone Bros. & Byrd, Inc. 
www.stonebrothers.com 
919.682.1311 
info@stonebrothers.com 

Sincerely Yours, 

Geo. M. Davis, Jr. 
President/ Stone Bros. & Byrd, Inc. 







 

 

     Three Oaks Engineering, Inc. 
324 Blackwell Street, Suite 1200 

Durham, NC 27701 
 (919) 732-1300 

April 28, 2020 
 
Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Office of the Secretary 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject: Support for City of Durham BUILD Grant for Durham Belt Line Trail  
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 

Three Oaks Engineering (Three Oaks) is a woman-owned business headquartered in Durham, North Carolina, 
focused on helping our clients accomplish infrastructure projects with careful consideration of community and 
environmental needs.  Our services include transportation planning, natural systems investigations, public 
involvement, and soil consulting. 
 
Three Oaks is pleased to support the City of Durham’s application for a BUILD Discretionary Grant that would 
provide funds to move forward with the construction of the Durham Belt Line Trail.  The Durham Belt Line is a 1.75-
mile, 17-acre rail corridor that is no longer in use and was purchased by the City of Durham in 2018. The Durham 
City Council in 2018 adopted a master plan for the trail that was funded by a TIGER planning grant. 
 
The Durham Belt Line Trail will enhance overall mobility, livability, environmental sustainability, and economic 
competitiveness in Durham and regionally. The trail will connect people to transit and jobs throughout the Triangle 
by improving bicycle and pedestrian access to downtown Durham, the Durham Station (local and regional bus 
service), and the Durham Amtrak Station. We anticipate members of our staff would use the Trail as part of their 
commute to our downtown office or for recreation with their families. 
 
This project will help to alter the pattern of regional sprawl by attracting some of the region’s future growth to the 
corridor, while seeking to enhance and preserve existing communities along the trail, and working to ensure equity 
through Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement.  The trail will improve health and quality of life 
by increasing access to parks and open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history. 
 
Three Oaks strongly supports and recommends that the 2020 BUILD Grant be awarded to the City of Durham.  
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Suzanne Unger Young, PE 
President 



Traditional Neighborhood Development Partners, LLC

410 West Geer Street •  Durham, NC 27701 •  Phone (919) 680-2000
Fax (919) 680-2029 •  www.tndpartners.com

TND PARTNERS

May 11, 2020

Secretary Elaine L. Chao
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Chao: 

TND Partners builds walkable neighborhoods following the principles set forth in the Charter 
for the New Urbanism.  We are delighted to let you know that we strongly support the City of 
Durham’s application for a BUILD Discretionary Grant to provide funding for construction of 
the Durham Belt Line Trail. 

The Durham Belt Line will transform a 1.75-mile 17-acre abandoned rail corridor purchased by 
the City of Durham in 2018.   The master plan for the Trail was funded by a TIGER planning 
grant.

The Belt Line Trail will boost mobility, environmental sustainability, livability, and economic 
competitiveness for Durham and for our region.  The trail will improve bicycle and pedestrian 
access to downtown Durham and connect people to transit and to jobs throughout the Research 
Triangle area.   It will help enhance and preserve existing communities along the trail, while 
working to ensure equity through Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement.  
The Belt Line Trail will also help alter the pattern of regional sprawl by attracting future growth 
to the corridor.  The Trail will improve health and quality of life by increasing access to parks and 
open space, restoring the environment, and showcasing art, culture, and history.

TND Partners strongly supports the Belt Line Trail and recommends that the 2020 BUILD 
Grant be awarded to the City of Durham.  Thank you for your consideration.

With best regards,

Robert L. Chapman
Managing Member
Traditional Neighborhood Development Partners, LLC
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